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Response to Office Action Dated April 6, 2006 



Remarks/Arguments : 

Claims 1,7, 10 and 20-33 were pending. 

Claims 1 and 7 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by Qu, et 
al. (2002/0023752). Qu describes injection of a viscous fluid; see, for example, the 
abstract and paragraphs [0026] through [0052], for example the first sentence of 
paragraph [0026]: "It has been discovered that a viscous fluid may be used 
advantageously in many different fracturing applications..." There is no indication that 
the viscosity of the fluid ever increases in use. Claims 1 and 7 have been amended to 
show that in the present invention, the injected fluid increases in viscosity as one of the 
components, an acid, is consumed by reaction with the formation. Support for this 
amendment is found, for example, in paragraphs [0006] and [0015]. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U. S. C. as being anticipated by Subramanian (US 
6,248,699). Subramanian teaches a gelled hydrocarbon fluid (abstract). Claims 1 and 7 
have been amended to show that the fluid is aqueous. Support is found in paragraph 
[0015]. 

Claims 1, 7, 20, 21, and 24 were provisionally rejected under the judicially 
created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 
1-23 of copending Application No. 1 1/198,422. A Terminal Disclaimer accompanies this 
paper. 

Claim 10 was allowed. 

Claims 22, 23, and 25-33 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim. Applicants believe they have overcome the rejections of the base claim and 
ask that this objection be withdrawn. 
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In light of the above amendments and remarks, Applicants respectfully request 
that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued in this case. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional required fee, or credit 
any excess fee paid, to Deposit Account 04-1579 (56.0748). 



Schlumberger Technology Corporation 
1 10 Schlumberger Drive, MD-1 
Sugar Land, Texas 77478 
Ph: (281)285-4490 
Fax: (281) 285-8569 



RespectmlW submitted. 




Thomas O. Mitchell 
Agent for Applicants 
Reg. No. 47,800 
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